
…Torah is acquired with 48 

qualities. These are: 

  

Study, listening, verbalizing, 

comprehension of the heart, fear, 

awe, humility, joy, purity, 

serving the 

sages, companionship 

with one's contemporaries, 

debating with one's students, 

tranquility, study of the scriptures, 

study of the Mishnah, minimizing 

engagement in business, 

minimizing socialization, 

minimizing pleasure, minimizing 

sleep, minimizing talk, minimizing 

gaiety, slowness to anger, good 

heartedness, faith in the sages, 

acceptance of suffering, knowing 

one's place, satisfaction with 

one's lot, qualifying one's words, 

not taking credit for oneself, 

likableness, love of God, love of 

humanity, love of charity, love of 

justice, love of rebuke, fleeing 

from honor, lack of arrogance in 

learning, reluctance to hand down 

rulings, participating in the burden 

of one's fellow, judging him to the 

side of merit, correcting him, 

bringing him to a peaceful 

resolution [of his disputes], 

deliberation in study, asking and 

answering, listening and 

illuminating, learning in order to 

teach, learning in order to 

observe, wising one's teacher, 

exactness in conveying a 

teaching, and saying something in 

the name of its speaker… 

 

(Avot 6:6) 

Elul Enrichment: 

Sep 1|Elul 10 – Serving the Sages (Shimush Chachamim)  

“Serving the Sages is greater than studying from them.”  (TB Brachot 7b) 
 
The Talmud (TB Brachot 47b) relates, “if one studied the written and oral law but did not 
attend to Torah scholars, he is an ignoramus. It also shares that “a person who deprives their 
student from serving them has deprived their student from kindness [...] [and] fear of 
heaven... (Kesuvos 96a) What is so critical about this service? 
 
Avot 1:6 offers the instruction “Asei - make for yourself a Rabbi (teacher)” but then shifts the 
language to “Knei – acquire for yourself a friend. Diving into this disparity of language can 
provide us the key to unlock our puzzle.  
 

Kinyan (acquisition) is a legal term which describes an action performed by the mutual 
consent of two people (ex: buyer and seller) who each have an interest in the outcome and a 
right to walk away prior the closing of the deal.  
 

Asei (make) is a simple verb, but one which requires the proactive decision, efforts, and 
resources of at minimum a single individual. This means that the relationship it creates is 
potentially unilateral.  Unlike friendship, where it takes two to tango, a person can find a 
teacher without the consent, or even absent the knowledge, of their role model. 
 
No matter how much a person wants another to stop emulating them, they cannot control 
that dynamic. A child, for example, will inevitably pick up and learn many skills, habits, 
mannerisms, and ideas from their parents and teachers; and sometimes those habits will be 
poor ones. This is why Avot wants this action of finding a teacher to be intentional. One 
should seek to emulate the best and brightest of people – something Sages are meant to 
embody, and far more important than the book knowledge that they may be able to impart 
are the many subconscious things they will teach through their very being and modeling of 
life lived meaningfully and morally. This kind of teaching, however, requires significant time 
and exposure, the kind of enmeshed presence only possible through actively seeking to 
integrate oneself into the fabric of life outside the classroom. This is the idea of service; not 
servitude, but sanctified time with those who can give us the “street smarts” of ethical living. 

Your house should be a gathering place for sages. Wrestle in the dust of 
their feet and drink thirstily of their words. 

~ Yossi ben Yoezer - Avot 1:4 
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